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8    How does the National Museum of Australia 
represent the 1967 Referendum? Site Study

Photograph George Serras

For the 40th anniversary of the Referendum the National 
Museum of Australia set up a small display, entitled 
’67 Referendum Spin, myths and meanings.

1 From your study of the 1967 Referendum in this unit 
what would you say were the:
• spin          
•  myth          
•  meanings

of the Referendum? 

Below is a photograph of the National Museum of 
Australia display. 

Any display is a representation of history — that is, it is 
somebody’s version of what happened, and is created 
as a result of what they choose to include, and what 
they choose to exclude. Your task is to analyse this 
representation of the 1967 Referendum and make your 
own judgement about it. You will find enlargements of 
the numbered elements in the following pages.

Use this set of questions to help you make your assessment of the site.
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• What does the display show?

• Is the historical context explained clearly?

• Is the significance of this display clearly explained?

• Are the objects displayed authentic for that event or period?

• Are these objects the best possible ones to be displayed?

• Are the text descriptions clear and informative?

• Do the surroundings influence my impression of the display?

• How is the display arranged?

• Is there a particular message being conveyed?

• Is the nature of the event clearly identified (e.g. am I told if it is controversial or contested)?

• If so, is a variety of viewpoints clearly and fairly put?

• Do I know where the evidence has come from and what sort of evidence it is?

• Is it giving me a particular message?

• Is its purpose to present objects (neutral), or to explain (impartial), or to argue a particular view (partisan)?

• At the end, do I feel that I really understand the situation?
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KEY CRITERIA for judging a museum display
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Looking at the voting booth and voting box used in 
the 1967 Referendum, it is interesting to consider 
what the referendum meant to many people. Some 
thought the referendum gave Aboriginal people 
the right to vote, but legislation passed in 1962 
provided all Aboriginal adults with voting rights for 
Commonwealth elections.

3

2

Voting booth about 1960s (3)

Voting box about 1960s (2)
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Address book 1967

Calling all activists
This 1967 address book belongs to activist Jack 
Horner. It lists some of the many people and 
organizations that supported the ‘Yes’ campaign.

On loan from Jack Horner

Collaborating for Indigenous Rights
http://www.nma.gov.au/indigenousrights/
Photograph George Serras
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Whose shoes?
These 1960s shoes are a reminder of the diversity of 
people who took part in the ‘Yes’ campaign. People 
from churches, unions, universities, small businesses, 
political parties and the general community all dedicated 
their time. Who do you think might have worn the silver 
evening shoes or the thongs?

Unlike the other objects in this exhibit it is fine to touch 
the shoes in front of you.

Shoes about 1960s
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National Museum of Australia
Photographs George Serras

http://www.nma.gov.au/indigenousrights/


















