Changing the Constitution — what were the roles of

people, groups and ideas in the referendum campaign?

Cabinet had authorised the legislation for a
referendum, and it had been passed in Parliament.

How would the electors now vote on it?

71 Imagine that you have been put in charge of
planning the referendum campaign. Create a list of
strategies that you would use to persuade voters to
support it. Remember that in 1967:

* there were no digital phones

* there were no personal computers and email

® there was no internet

e pamphlets had to be commercially printed or
typed and reproduced on small hand printing
machines

® a minority of homes had TV, but nearly all had
radios.

SOV WM The Government case for YES

National Archives of Australia, A463, 1965/5443
http://www.nma.gov.au/indigenousrights/
subsectioneble.html?ssID=28

-

What are the two main reasons
given for supporting the change to
s51(xxvi)?

What impact would this have on
the States’ power in the area?
What is the main argument about
why s127 should be removed?
Who has produced this pamphlet?

Is it likely to be influential?

——— ® What are the main arguments
Pty used?
P * What message might readers get
from the photograph?

® |s it likely to be influential?

SOV OMY ‘What a “No” vote would mean’
by Bruce Grant

The Age, 7 April 1967
http://www.nma.gov.au/indigenousrights/
subsectioneble.html?ssID=28

Courtesy The Age

elps students explore the m
for a YES vote section of th
a.gov.au/indigenousrights/

List your strategies. For example, would you have a
slogan? Which organisations would you approach for
help? How do you get your message around the whole
nation?

2 Below is some material from the 1967 campaign,
with some questions to help you focus on some
main elements. Study it to decide what a study of
referendum material helps you understand about:

* who supported/opposed it

® the strategies used

* the main arguments or reasons stressed

® the nature and type of appeals made to voters.

Distribute the documents among groups in class to
complete a summary and report back.

SOV X¢R WA Australian bishops say Yes

Gordon Bryant papers, MS 8256, National Library of Australia
http:/Aww.nma.gov.au/indigenousrights/
subsectioneble. html?ssiD=28

-

* Why are churches being stressed?
* What strategies are being used?

What messages are being given
to readers through these two
images?

Is it likely to be influential?

SOlV[ORiY Letters to the editor

Letters to the Editor from B Pittock, LK Appleton, Brian and
Mary Cotterell and WJ Orme.
http://Awww.nma.gov.au/indigenousrights/
subsectioneble.html?ssID=28

-

® Do these letters support or oppose
the referendum?

* Whose opinions do they
represent?

® Are they likely to be influential?

© National Museum of Australia and Ryebuck Media 2007 17



SOURCE 5.5
10 May 1967
National Archives of Australia
http://www.nma.gov.au/indigenousrights/
subsectioneble.html?ssID=28

Letter to the Prime Minister,

-

® Who was Harold Blair?

* What is the date of the letter?
Why might the writer make this
offer? Does it suggest that the
Government was not campaigning
hard enough for the referendum?

Is it likely to be influential?

SO[VXORWA ‘The rights of the Australian Aborigines
AND YOU’
Christophers papers, MS 7992, National Library of Australia

http://www.nma.gov.au/indigenousrights/
subsectionebZle.html?ssID=28

® What are the main arguments
in this poster?

* What is the message of the
image?

® Who has produced this poster?

® [s it likely to be influential?

Pamphlet, ‘Right Wrongs Write YES
for Aborigines on May 27

Box 175, Gordon Bryant papers, 1917-1991,
MS8256/11, National Library of Australia
http://www.nma.gov.au/indigenousrights/
subsectioneble.html?ssID=28

-

RIGHT WRONGS
WRITE

® What is the message of this poster?

e Why is it so brief?

* What is the message of the
photograph?

® [s it likely to be influential?

3 Do you think the referendum vote on the two issues
was likely to succeed?

Z]. One of the 1967 strategies was the creation of
slogans. Suggest possible slogans that you think
would be effective. You can compare yours with those
actually suggested and reproduced on page 21.

5 Another suggestion was to approach folk-singer
Gary Shearston to record a song for the campaign.
Suggest the words and ideas that you would include
in such a song.

18 © National Museum of Australia and Ryebuck Media 2007

for amending section 51 (xxvi) and deleting section 127

Council for Aboriginal Rights, MS 12913/11/3, State Library of Victoria
http://www.nma.gov.au/indigenousrights/
subsectioneble.html?ssID=28

SOJVNO=NeY Official leaflet setting out the arguments @

Why did the Parliament only
produce a ‘YES’ case?
® |s it likely to be influential?
® Even if nobody agreed
with it do you think the
parliament should have
provided a pamphlet giving
the views of those who
opposed the Referendum?

-

VOTE YES

* What is the message of this FOR

postefr?. - ABDHIGINAL
® Why is it so brief? HIGHTS

® |s it likely to be influential?

SlelV3e=gsRe] \ote YES poster, 1967

Gordon Bryant papers, 1917-1991, MS 8256/11,
Box 175, National Library of Australia
http://www.nma.gov.au/indigenousrights/
subsectionebZle.html?ssID=28

SO[UNOWIR Vote ‘YES® for Aborigines
Gordon Bryant papers, 1917-1991, MS8256/11,
Box 175, in folder ‘Campaign material - referendum regarding
Aboriginal affairs 27.5.67', National Library of Australia
http://ww.nma.gov.au/indigenousrights/
subsectioneble.html?ssID=28

® What are the arguments of this
poster?

* What is the message of the
images?

® Who has produced it?

® |s it likely to be influential?

6 Many people and organisations had worked for
years to bring about the referendum, and to change
the status of Indigenous people’s rights. Why do you
think some people are ready to work so hard for a
cause? Is this good citizenship?

You can research many significant individuals
and organizations in the campaign for Indigenous
Australians’ equal citizenship rights at:

www.nma.gov.au/indigenousrights/people.html?alD=4
(people)

www.nma.gov.au/indigenousrights/organisations.
html?alD=6 (organisations)



CONSTITUTION ALTERATION (ABORIGINALS) 1967
- Argument In favour of the proposed law

The Case for YES

The purposes of these proposed amendments to the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion are to remove any ground for the belief that, as at present worded, the
Constitution discriminates in some ways against people of the Aboriginal race,
and, at the same time, to make it possible for the Commonwealth Parliament (]
make special laws for the people of the Aboriginal race, wherever they may live,
if the Commonwealth Parliament considers this desirable or necessary.

To achieve this purpose, we propose that two provisions of the Consfitution be
altered which make explicit references to people of the Aboriginal race.

The first proposed alteration is to remove the words “ other than the Abori-
ginal race in any State ™ from paragraph (xxvi.) of Section 51. Section 51 (xxvi.)
reads:

" The Parliament shall, subject to this Constitution, have power

to make laws for the peace, order, and good government of the
Commonwealth with respect to:

(xxvi.) The people of any race, other than the aboriginal race
in any State, for whom it is deemed necessary to make
special laws."

The proposed alteration of this section will do two. things. First, it will remove
words from our Constitution that many people think are discriminatory against
the Aboriginal people.

Second, it will make it possible for the Commonwealth Parliament to make
special laws for the people of the Aboriginal race, wherever they may live, if the
Parliament considers it necessary.

This cannot be done at present because, as the Constitution stands, the Com-
monwealth Parliament has no power, except in the Territories, to make laws
with respect to people of the Aboriginal race as such.

This would not mean that the States would automatically lose their existing
powers. What is intended is that the National Parliament could make laws, if it
thought fit, relating to Aboriginals—as it can ahout many other matters on
which the States also have power to legislate. The Commonwealth’s object will
be to co-operate with the States to ensure that together we act in the best interests
of the Aboriginal people of Australia.

The second proposed alteration is the repeal of Section 127 of the Constitution.
That section reads:

“In reckoning the numbers of the people of the Commonwealth,
or of a State or other part of the Commonwealth, aboriginal
natives shall not be counted.”



THE AGE, Friday; April 7, 1967

WHAT A “NO”

MEAN

by BRUCE GRANT

TH:E complicated lzsues in the refer-
endum on Aborigines are probably best
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| That, sir, is a
_fine_banner_
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SIR—Regarding the
Aboriginal question in the
referendum, your corres-
pondent from Western
Australia (May 18), Mr W.
R. B. Hassell, seems to be
under the misapprehen-
ston that the proposal
being put to the people
would shift administration
of Aboriginals to the Fed-
eral Government in Can-
berra.

In fact, the pro | macely
empowers Federal Parllsment
to make laws in relatbon o
Aboriginals in the States as
well ag the Stale parlaments.

The powers would be
concurrent  &hd need not
oconflict,

The present Federal Gov-
ermment, in fact, has given no
indication thag it has any such
legislation (n mind, but =ns
based ity case on  the
proposition ihat the present
sin ol of Aboriginels for
& from - Federal law-
making appears to discrim-
inate mpalnst {hem.

The eral Ceaincil far the
Adwancement of Aborigines
and Torrey Stralt Islanders is
Aol advocs & Waking aver
of the rols the States In

by Federa]l Parliament in
relation to Aboriginals in the
States, which would comple-
mient the role tﬁ. :h'bﬂ Sate
governments in beld.
First, Federal power implica
Federal responsibility, both
mafil and financial,
Second, there ang wmt'il’
in Aboriginal wffairs
cian moal  salistactorily
filled by Federal action,
An n{mhu: example is the
prodection and fostering of
Aboriginal arts and crafts and
m marketing at & national

Bimllarly, there iz an
obvicus need for am Aborig-
inal Educstion Founrdation
along the lines of the wvery

inicenor il LEEN Fdicrmblam

pe
ch
b

THE

In support of
a No vote

THE BEST interests of the
Aboriginels will pos be perved
by & Yes vote in theis
tortheomning referendum, and
I venture 1o suggest that the
Apparenily unanimous BUppart
mdl'uh?q vote h"mu from

rationg other ihan
welfare of the Aboriginals, e

There s mol the slightest
doubi thay the Slatey 'l'-!:m
s2lves are the best ahie to
manage their awn Aborigins]
situstions in the same wWay &
the States arg best able ta
MANSEE: 80 many oiher
I'u;lfl:l:‘I;Ir;I:.

WiTe ned go f th
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oy found uninecessary long

Why not outlaw
discrimination?

IF WE INTERFRET
discrimination ap bad “r:,:,l;t
made 1 the Eenirould be
".I":",""“'“" e ntitution to

Propesed altermat
Section 51 Claiuge ﬁﬁnhﬁ
cnly falls to do this, buy leans
in the opposite direction, by
Providing constitutipnal
:J!ﬂuntr for recialist legisis-

alse  rema tni
d-l-lﬂﬂm-‘n-lln" I-rtlﬂzn 1!1"::!'.
tha fu excluding the

VOTING IN
REFERENDUM

miusl require careful consjdecs
ation of its long:term effecls,

If amended, Section -} §
Clause XXVI  will allow
FParHament the power 1o make
laws for the pesce, order and
E:ﬂd Covernment af  ihe

mmanwezlih  with respect
o the le of any tape for
whom it is deemed necessary
to make specis] lnws.

It cannot Be emphagised foa
stromgly thai mo guarantee iy
wrilien into this seclion which
would prevent misuse of the
powers it confers,

Therefore, very reluctantly,
we musi ahstain frem woting
on the Abarigine] referendusm.

It can serve na
Purpogs o wvole inbp  the
Constitution a clewse which
could make perfectly [egal the
establithmeni of apsriheid in
i most  exirems form,
TERRLL, WoriAeT Do

frlewood
Warrlewoesd, NEW,

‘Piecemeal attack
must ceasel’

ON SATURDAY, Ausiralien
Yolers will be azked to amend
Constliution 10 give
Federal Parblament pawer ia
ktﬂlr:m in regerd to Abori-
E

This amendment muit be
passed and the power really
used. It must not be left to lig
dormant, a5 & sop to this
Eroup.

It has been th af
T008 Autreilen 'J“m"“l .Hﬂ“m
1950 1o support a referendium
Eﬂd & more positive Federal

Yernment e for
assimilation Jm-h
In  addition, we have

promoted a polley of wesisis
ance 6 Aboriginal welfare
commiilees wnd & Javees
chapier has this vear
formed i Yarrabah Misslon,
near Cairns,

We conalder that  the
cxbiling  confusion  arlsing
from  the varoug Staie
definitions of an A I
ind the well-meaning p
mesl attack of State legisis-
ton  om  the Aboriginal

Problem must cedse,
Tt ahrmild b secleced s



Hapoip BrLAaip ABORIGINAL CHILDREN'S
DI‘J{)JECT

Hon  Sec
B, G PETTETT

Frwi hcand

HARQLD BLAMR T, e -
A . 'C ¥ ‘,r),’_
nWtdhusela, -, Y= 7 T,
. I robs !
A bl L L i{'\-
.lll i
| /]
!If1 "‘-’I""":l J
[
i LA ~
; 0/ J '
oo Vig s I ‘{-t{ e '"J-{" oi — T et - 1L CL e r'.‘f
5 |
f g j § = 1;'. I’ f’- ?-
[ e 7 | ), !' - f E : g i 1= -
H e hi"' fl{-t i :f—; '..Jl!"fl"l_--____ -'-'_'—vl_rtf." Lo I L LAY i J:_|‘ l._'.f ¥ AL -'-'L-'L, i»-,f' fad—2
/ f

I‘l" f - I - p _{’ L :?l ;__,{r I_/, #(_,_\ .'r -!‘--'.t T~ -'"_4,_.

(P CLime A agws | Q. ¢ £

AmachY Yo A D0t f-':.f fj uk lees g \-f /‘-n > tzad
M= o = lj'!_g, s H;g 41 ‘_A/ ~ Moo "{h:'\_ 1Y), L/..!;)f';;.-.'.!ﬁ-_
' hL. e { Lk -,-"“-aJ W L\fﬂ.t. 2f //1, 7 CQ e~ r"'-‘{:\"._,-'f_:] o

"-u

- i

r
f ]
'
o | |
N A4 Lo

d
b ad P e oe, i

L o

J Sy -'
-7 - < [ s Ty “ff_ Ifr.iq;_ fllr‘-‘LLfL\lr LL{ /1 {_\ LJ.."'\_(

| LA, Drohalt o, AL N
[ M Lo -"?f.'[‘_'- Jfﬂ? J- At & ‘,C L f.‘ -rLl‘_ L __‘H,f c L{( " 'T\\..{f- L™ "'r-'l—ﬁ..r
L~ ,‘il_l. '\.L = C.[L_ S vy & Ili"'lr. ,:.( ,-: | .?{:'{_ L_,);/_}f&-— 1L L—ut —';

ot Mk Unded ey, Y ,._wr%:x ol

B R

(/) Bk jf-tq‘ ,?’-" peH |'- '1,-% R, , “”‘-” Sl C; U\_r’f{ T2 ,\L‘JZ{.LH—\
S i ’ Yes ( [}fi{ ey A Aogye U x;!-/ / CRoenr2f

! T - 7 ’ Lol G- Lﬁ,{--ﬁ g b l’f’{. (e oV B

;.-'f'[.,_t ; "Jik S al- [l r...k,‘__ A

:ﬁ:jt\(/u’i{ IX\_I é,.{'f«x

Ll ,/._')F_* 1.v"I£x.\ " ..f

i i
M w0 fav el
. s A 9 § g f
el Mg R/ of e tL“F
- [ [ /




The Rights of the

Australian Aborigines
AND YOU

“All human beings are born free and equal . .
in dignity and human rights . . .

and should act towards one another

in a spirit of brotherhood."

ARTICLE 1. United Nations
Declaration on Human
Rights

WHAT CAN AUSTRALIANS OF
EUROPEAN DESCENT DO

TO MAKE THIS A REALITY

FOR THEIR FELLOW-AUSTRALIANS
OF ABORIGINAL DESCENT?

Vote YES

in the Federal Referendum on
Saturday, May 27, 1967

Appeal by . . .

THE AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL OF
SALARIED AND PROFESSIONAL
ASSOCIATIONS




RIGHT WRONGS
WR/IT E

YES

ABORIGINES /

n /)7ay27

Authorised by J. McGuinness, 9 Gough Street, Cairns. Issued by Federal Council for the Advancement of
Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders.




FURTHER INFORMATION

If you wish further information about the Abori-
gines or about the Petition for a Referendum, consult
the secretary of one of the organizations listed below.

FEDERAL COUNCI.
FOR
ABORIGINAL ADVANCEMENT

ORGANISATIONS AFFILIATED TO THE
FEDEIU.L COUNCIL,

Crganisation

QUEENS!.AHD
ﬁu]:nrlglm and Torres Shlrt Is-
“landers’ Advancement League

Aburiglndl‘ Mv.ln.cnmnl I.uqui
Qld.

State 'L'nl-ul:il far Advancement of
.ﬁ.lluriﬂlnn and T.5. Islanders

NEW SOUTH WALES:
.Aburﬁgmll-ﬁurtuli:n Followship

Association for Assimilation ‘of
Aborigines, Armidale

(Redfern All Blacks Football and
Sacial Club

M.5.W. Teachers' Fudqrﬂion

MAborigines” Advancement League,
Mewcastle

South Coast Aborigines’ Advance-
ment League

SOUTH AUSTRALIA:

Aborigines” Advancement League,
Inc.

WESTERM AUSTRALIA:
Association for the Advancement
of Coloured People

MORTHERM TERRITORY:

M.7. Council for Aboriginal
Rights

VICTORIA:

Aborigines' Advancement League

Council of Aboriginal Rights

Australian Aborigines’ League

Secrotiry’s Address

Box 435, P.O., Cairns,
Mth. Queensland,

8% Longman Terrace,
Chelmer, Brisbane.

19- Myrtle Street,
Buranda, Hrishana_.

Box 2672, G.F.0., Zydnoy.
12 Handel Street, Armidale.

27 Caroline Streot, Redfem.
Federation House,

166 Phillip Strect, Sydnay.
Trades Hall, Mewcastle.

37 Osborne Parade, Warilla.
53 Myall Strect,
Kensington Gardens.

90 West Street, Bassendean.

Box 122, G.P.0., Darwin.

56 Cunningham 5t., Morthcoto.

Bax 1585P, G.P.0., Melbourne.
22 Cardigan Street, Carlton.

Authorised by Mr. Stan Davey, General Seeretary For Federal Council
for Aboriginal Advancement, 40, Mountain Highway, Bayswater,
Vietoria, and printed by Greensborough Press Pey. Lid., Beewar 5t.,

Greensborough, Victoria,

PETITION FOR A REFERENDUM TO REMOVE
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST = ABORIGINES
FROM THE FEDERAL. CONSTITUTION.

THE AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTION AT PRESENT
PROVIDES:—

Section 51 — Legislative Powers of Parliament:

“The Parliament shall, subject to this Con-
stitution, have power to make laws for the peace,
order and good government of the Commonwealth
with respect to:—

Clause XXVY| — The people of any race, other than
the Aboriginal race in any State,
for whom it is deemed necessary
to make laws.”

Section 127 — Census:

“In reckoning the numbers of people of the
Commonwealth or of a State, or other part of the
Commonwealth, Aboriginal natives shall not be
counted.”

The Council maintains that these examples of
racial discrimination should be removed.

Aborigines are people, despite Section 127, and
they have the right to peace, order and goed govern-
ment under the Commonwealth Parliament,
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Vote ‘YES’ for Aborigines

May 27, a Referendum will be held at which all enrolled voters in the six
States of Australin must answer “YES” or “NO” 10 each of two questions.

These questions are:

“Do you apprave the proposed law for the alteration of the Constitution i
Act to alter the Constitution so that the number of Members of the House of ﬁﬂmlrfgﬂm
may be increased without neces- s ™
sarily increasing the number of
Senators’," and

"Do you approve the pro-
posed law for the alteration of
the Constitution so as to omit
the words relating to the people
of the Aboriginal Race in any
State and so that Aboriginals are
to be counted in reckoning the
population.”

The questions will be in the
:Ewa order alnd rt\:;st be ?nswar-

separate writing in
“YES". or "N’rO" in the appro-
priate boxes. An informal vote
on one question will not invalid-
ate a formal vote on the other,

Unanimously Approved

The proposed Act on Abor-
igines would amend Section 51
of the Constitution and repeal
Section 127. This has been ap-

roved unanimously by both
ouses of the Commonwealth
Parliament.

Section 127 reads: “In
reckoning the numbers of the
people in the Commonwealth,
or of a State or other part of
the Commonwealth, Aboriginal
natives shall not be counted.”

This section was originally e
included in the Constitution for W
two reasons; Sixty or seventy
years ago there was genuine
difficulty in counting Aborigines
%cauise m;‘n: mr:nd mm;fic.

is is not case today. Also,
Aborigines were at that time not WHLTHEY. huve squsl apphcOumitions
considered worthy of a  vote WRITE "YES" ON MAY 27.
Today they are entitled to vote
in all States and Territories of
the Commonwealth, and therefore cught to be counted in the census which determines the size.
of the electorates. All Parties are agreed on the desirability of repealing this Section of the

Constitution. P.T.O.

. -"IEM.





