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GUIDED WEAPONS.

Mrs. BLACKEURN (Bourke) [3.57].—
I move—
That iu the opinion of this House—
{1) the propoesal to establish a rocket
bomb testing range in Central Aus-
tralia i3 an act of injustice to a
weaker people who have no voice iu
the ordering of their own lives; is
a betrayal of our respousibility
to guard tlie human rights of those
who eannot defend themselves; and
a violation of the various Charters
that have sought to bring about
world peace, and
(2) such action is against the interests
of the whole of the people in this
_ Commonwealth.
In submitting this motion, I wish it to be
. quite clear that I am concerned on
~ behalf of the Australian aborigines and
~also because I believe that the whole of
~ the people of Australia must suffer
~ because of a departure from standards of -
. justice of which we have become accus-.
. tomed to boast, the betrayal of our respon-
. sibilities, and the denial of certain
! principles of peace for which we have
. declared ourselves before the whole world.
A proposal to establish a guided
' weapons range bas been made in
that part of Central Australia which has
at one of its extremes Mt. Eba and, as its
. terminal at the other end the.Ninety
' Mile Beach in Western Australia.
| The proposal for the construction of
' the range has been 4nnounced as
. a joint venture with the United King-
! dom Government. On the 22nd Novem-
ber last the proposal was presented in
some detail to this Tlouse hy the Minister
for Defence (Mr. Dedman). I do not
propose to go over that ground again. T
do not need to remind honorable mem-
bers of the high initial cost of this ven-
ture and of the increasing annual cost as
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whom it holds certain hallowed places,
sacred to them even as our churcheg are
sacred to us, their hunting grounds, and
the area in which their water-holes are
situated. In what way can it be possible
to safeguard from 1,500 to 2,000 nomadic
people from contact with the personnel

of the so-called guided weapons range?

How will it be possible to prevent the
encroachment of military and other per-

sonnel into areas of special signifieance to

the aborigines? How will it be possible
to protect the water-holes if a projectile,
even without a warhead, falls in that
particular area? This land is as sacred
to the aborigines as are the war memorials
and cemeteries of the white man. It has
been pointed .out that in the past our
ignorance, indifference, and sometimes
hostility, in respect of the aborigines has
led to their degradation and to a decline
in their numbers. Humanitarians every-
where have been appalled at the effect
that European civilization has had upon

native populations, not only in Australia

but also in other countries. We know
now that the native populations flourish
only in those areas where the white man
has not penetrated, and because we realize
this, in an attempt to prevent further
wrongs being inflicted upon them, we
have made reserves available for their
sole use. In October, 1935, the Govern-
ment’s ppolicy on mative welfare was
enunciated in this House by the then
Minister for the Interior, Mr. McEwen,
who, in a report circulated to honorable
members, stated— »

As to natives who are still living in tribal
state, it ix felt that these people may he left
alone and protected - from the intrusion of
whites, until we have made much further pro-
gress in the care of those who through con-
taet with civilization are in need of training,
education, medical attention and general care.

It will be the policy of the Governnient to,
at least for the present, leave these natives in
their ancient tribal life protected by the ordin-
ances from the intrusion of whites and main-
taining the policy of preventing any exploita-
tion of the resources of the reserves.

It was decided that certain areas would
be declared as sanctuaries and left in-
violate. It is true that that report was
not issued by the present Government,
but T have yet to learn that anything
appertaining to the well-being of the
native peoples is a matter for party poli-
tics. The chance of natives being struck

[6 Marca, 1947.]
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by missiles fired from the range is per-
haps remote, and the serious aspect of
the proposal is the effect of permitting
military and other personnel to enter
the areas reserved for the aborigines.
the danger of interference with the native
women, the possibility of lives being
ruined and the desecration of tribal lands.
If the range is completed no measures
can he taken to ensure the safety and.
welfare of the women who will come into
the area if a road is constructed or
observation posts built. The tribes, as
was found in the establishment of the
Trahs-Australian railway, flock in, and
immediately there is a danger to them
from interference. = We might just
as. well bomb them out of existence
at once. That would be kinder than
disintegration of the moral and physical
lives of primitive people by white men
who have the habit of forgetting they are
civilized. In newspapers in this country
and other countries references have been
made to this matter. The New Statesman
and Nation contains a long letter, which
[ do not intend to read in full; but which

- states that there are two alternatives, one,

to leave the natives where they are and,
the other, to move them from their
present hunting grounds to adjacent
areas. . The writer says—

If the second alternative is adopted, we are
going to witness a sordid repetition of
Governor Arthur’s motorious great ¢ Black
Drive ” of 1830 when an attempt was made to
herd the aborigines of Tasmania into a smajil
area of that State.

I do not consider it possible to move or
warn nomadie tribes. The letter
contlinues—

If the same tactics are adopted, the results
will be the same; but probably tobacco, treacle,
tea and flour will provide sufficient inducement
to draw the aborigines temporarily away from
their hunting grounds. But it is just as cer-
tain that the aborigines’ totemic and psycho-
logical ties with their country will bring
them back into the rocket range area.  Thus
the unhappy sea-saw will continue—the white .
man’s ““tucker ” in the balance against the
native’s love of country. The result will be
complete disruption of tribal life and the
decimation of the aboriginal communities,

I leave it there, because I have no doubt
that the Minister will read .it, if he has
not already done so. If he has, he will
agree that it is a long and interesting -
letter.

-~
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. Guided Weapons.
In a British Droadcasting Corporation
broadcast on the 10th May, 1946, the
Minister for External Aflairs said—

It should be recognized that war is best
prevented by removing its underlying causes.
We must, therefore, scttle all international
disputes by reference to what is just and
right, and not to what is merely expedient.

Do we use this principle only in matters
of international dispute or do we also use
it at home? In an article, “ The Fram-
ing of the Peace”, in' the’ American
journal Foreign Affairs, in January,
1946, the Minister for Kxternal Affairs
wrote—

_ ‘The objective of freedom from fear can and
must be pursued by the/Great Assembly of the
United Nations ‘as well as the objective of
freedom from want.

[n another article, “ The United Nations
Assembly—A Great Opportunity ”, pub-
lished in the American journal, Post-war
Worid, in December, 1945, the right hon-
orable gentleman wrote—

The immediate and urgent task of the
Assembly is the organization of practical
means to achieve the objectives of the Charter.
These objectives are, broadly speaking, two-
fold, and may be classed as the objective of
freedom from want, and even more important,
the object of freedom from fear. In its pur-
suit of the first objective, the Assembly must
take action to promote—

(¢) universal respect for, and observance
of, human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all, without distinction
as to the race, sex, language or
religion.

On another occasion the Minister said—

Another important organ in the sphere ot
international welfare 1is the = Trusteeship
Council. All members of the United Nations
-accept the general obligation to promote to
the utmost the well-being of the inhabitants of

all non-self-governing territories, and to carry -
In addition"

out certain related obligations.
to this general declaration set out in Article
73, there are undertakings such as the obliga-
tion to protect native peoples against abuses,
and the obligation to furnish the United
Nations with-statistical information relating

to the economie, social, and educationa}"con-‘

ditions of the native people.

Later, on -the same subject, the Minister
wrofe-—

~ 'The principles in this first part of the
trusteeship provisions of the Charter apply to
our external territories, including both Papua
and New Guinea. Tt is fitting that I should
veention here the important steps which have
alrendy heen taken in the legislation recently
hefore the House providing for the provisional

[6 Mazcm, 1947.]
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administration of our territories and also set-

ting up the Territories Rescarch Council and
the School of Civil Affairs for the training of
administrative staff.”

_Mr. SPEAKNR.—Order! Under the
Standing Orders, the time allowed for the
debate on this motion has expired.



	1946(volumeIII)Cover.pdf
	1946(volumeIII)pg2.pdf
	1946(volumeIII)pg3.pdf
	1946(volumeIII)pg4.pdf
	1946(volumeIII)pg5.pdf
	1946(volumeIII)pg6.pdf

